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The history, present trajectory, and future agenda of social justice 
in the light of changing global relationships.

How do we think about social rights now that the era of the welfare state has passed? Since the 
Second World War, national states in Europe and the Americas have protected the social well-being  

of individuals and groups within their borders. But the rights that have become a feature of democratic 
citizenship everywhere are now threatened by “globalization.” In what form will they survive the new 
brand of conservatism in the United States and Europe? How do we imagine political, institutional and 

economic practice changing in response to current criticisms of the old social democratic model? Is a 
divergence in definitions and practices of social justice and social rights in the United States and Europe 
an aspect of the so-called “widening Atlantic”? We hope to illuminate these and other questions in a day

 and a half of intense discussion with leading scholars in various disciplines.

Please reserve seats by March 28: wb2I49@columbia.edu; tel 2I2 854 4437

Sponsored by the Italian Academy for Advanced Studies at Columbia University 
with the support of the History Department, the Office of the Provost, and the

Herbert H. Lehman Center for American History at Columbia University, 
and the Interuniversity Center for European-American History and Politics.
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Thursday, March 30

1 3 45: 0 – 2: : Welcome and Opening Statements

3:00 – 5:00: 20th Century Notions of Social -
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Friday, March 31

9 30 – 12 30:: :  Contemporary Transformations in 
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                      Rights

5:00 – 7:00:   Closing Reception
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